YANBARU, OKINAWA : Future World Natural Heritage
and the U.S. Military's Northern Training Area
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Figure 1
Residues of Military Activity/Training in the Northern Part of Okinawa
Island: Clean Up, Decontamination, and Restoration Are Needed.

Despite the claim by the Japanese Ministry of the Environment that “the returned land (of
the U.S. Military’ s Northern Training Area) was confirmed to be free from soil
contamination and water pollution,” many parts of the returned land are still littered with
bullet shells, blanks, unexploded ordinance, and other discarded military materials,
including toxic chemicals. The land is in need of clean up, decontamination, and restoration.
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